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Barehoofcare Update      
www.barehoofcare.com                                               CHRISTMAS  EDITION……….December 2008  
 
our email address has changed to : info@barehoofcare.com  
(the old one will still work for a while, then will  disappear into the ether of cyberspace) 
 

GIDDAY ALL, 
 
Welcome to the Christmas edition of the barehoofcare update. This will only be a very brief newsletter so we can pass on our 
good wishes to everyone for the festive season and thank you all for supporting us here at “The Barefoot Blacksmith”, which 
is enabling us to travel far and wide and share some good information about keeping horses’ hooves healthy.  
 
We are also touching base with all of the new contacts we made at Equitana; those people who registered an interest for our 
workshops or simply left their details via our competition box (we had close to 1,000 entries!).  Congratulations to our winners 
who both receive a complete tool kit and a pair of boots: 
1. Bianca Strickland, East Geelong  2. Sharni Gray, Narre Warren 
 
So let’s talk about Equitana! What an unbelievably busy four days. The amount of interest in all things barefoot was 
incredible. We really didn’t expect to be as busy as we were, so apologies to those who didn’t get to chat to us at a ‘quiet’ 
time, or those who couldn’t squeeze into the booth. Next time we will hopefully have a double stall to cater for what I think will 
be an even bigger interest. 
 
It was great to finally get to see the next generation of hoofboots which I believe are going to allow the barefoot option for 
equine hoofcare to become mainstream. We have been hearing some great results from trials so roll on 2009! 
 
As for my demonstrations at equitana, all I can do is apologise to those who missed out due to the lack of space and the 
generally sub-standard venue. Even with my limited mathematical abilities I know that 200+ people won't fit into 40 seats! 
And the way that we were set up in a thoroughfare, I reckon I would have almost been better off getting out the guitar and 
busking!  
 
I must thank Richard Weis, Colleen O’Brien and Judy Oldmeadow who let me use their horses as demo models, not to 
mention braving the elements out in the open marquee. 
 

 

 
 

 
® 

www.victorianbrumbyassociation.org            
 

www.richardweis.co
m 

www.samariacreekmorgans.com.au   
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EQUITANA FEEDBACK PLEASE!  
The way that hoofcare was shuffled off into the corner at Equitana probably still reflects the broader equine 
industry’s “leave it to the farrier to sort out”  approach. Could this be one of the reasons why the feet of domestic 
horses are in such trouble?  The best way to ensure hoofcare gets a better deal at the next Equitana is to give some 
feedback to the organisers (and plenty of it!). 
They have a channel for feedback –  EDUCATION PROGRAM WHAT DID YOU THINK? 
“Give us your feedback. We would love to know what presentations you enjoyed the most and what presenters & 
topics you would like to see in the future. “   
Please email your comments to: enquiries@equitana.com.au     G i v e  ‘ e m  h e a p s !  

TO THE YEAR AHEAD  
This newsletter seems to be growing legs, so we will be attempting to be a bit more regular next year.  
If there is anything you would like us to include or if you have any suggestions for improvement, please just let us know.  
What we really would like to see is more reader’s stories, so please if you have a hoof related story that you would like to 
share we would love to include it.  
We hope to come to QLD in mid April.  We also hope to get to SA end of April / start of May to conduct a few workshops.  
Please contact us if you would like to host a clinic or suggest a venue.  WA and NZ are also on our list – but we have not set 
dates as yet.  We will let you know more information when we set dates and confirm venues! 
Please find below a list of venues and dates for early in the New Year. 
Date: Sun 1st February 2009 Yarck (home workshop), VIC 
Date: Sat 7th February 2009 Bairnsdale, VIC 
Date: Sun 8th February 2009 Warragul, VIC 
Date: Sat 14th February 2009 Healesville, VIC 
Date: Sat 21st February 2009 Yass, NSW 
Date: Sun 22nd February 2009 Canberra (Holt), NSW 
Date: Sat 28th February 2009 Geelong, VIC 
Date: Sun 8th March 2009 Romsey, VIC 
Date: Sun 15th March 2009 Wandin, VIC 
Date: Sat 21st March 2009 Bendigo, VIC 
Date: Sun 22nd March 2009 Ararat, VIC 
 

JOKE OF THE MONTH 
BBQ RULES  
We are about to enter the BBQ season. Therefore it is important to refresh your memory on the etiquette of this sublime outdoor  
cooking activity .  When a man volunteers to do the BBQ the following chain of events are put into motion: 
Routine...  
(1) The woman buys the food. 
(2) The woman makes the salad, prepares the vegetables, and makes dessert. 
(3) The woman prepares the meat for cooking, places it on a tray along with the necessary cooking utensils and sauces and takes it to 
the man who is lounging beside the BBQ - beer in hand. 
(4) The woman remains outside the compulsory three metre exclusion zone where the exuberance of testosterone and other manly 
bonding activities can take place without the interference of the woman.  
Here comes the important part:  
(5)  THE MAN PLACES THE MEAT ON THE BBQ.  
More routine...  
(6) The woman goes inside to organise the plates and cutlery.  
(7) The woman comes out to tell the man that the meat is looking great. He thanks her and asks if she will bring another beer while he 
flips the meat. 
Important again:  
(8) THE MAN TAKES THE MEAT OFF THE BBQ AND HANDS IT TO THE WOMAN.  
More routine. 
(9) The woman prepares the plates, salad, bread, utensils, napkins, sauces, and brings them to the table. 
(10) After eating, the woman clears the table and does the dishes. 
And most important of all 
(11) Everyone PRAISES  the  MAN  and  THANKS HIM  for his cooking efforts. 
(12) The man asks the woman how she enjoyed 'her night off.' And, upon seeing her annoyed reaction, concludes that there's just no 
pleasing some women.  
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HOOF BOOTS AND DRESSAGE  …….by Jayne Darby 
I recently asked the EFA why hoof boots are not allowed in dressage tests to which I was told that they could ‘hide’ things 
from the judges. No further explanation came.  I pursued this and my request for information has been forwarded to the 
Chairman of the Australian Dressage Association and I still have had no answer.   I asked the same question of the British 
Dressage Association and was told the same thing but with additional reasons of ‘the boots could be weighted to gain 
advantage, i.e. to accentuate movement or they could hide lameness in horses.  What about heavier shoes, egg bars, sole 
pads and the use of Bute I asked?  I am now waiting for their Honorary Veterinarian to send me a medical reason for the 
banning of hoof boots.  I can’t wait to see that. 
 
My TB went barefoot 12 months ago and true to TB traits he has very thin soles but has come on in leaps and bounds since 
going barefoot.  Unfortunately, he still can’t happily perform a test without boots unless on very soft ground and it is really 
starting to irritate and frustrate me  that shod horses can perform tests with all sorts of shoes and pads in order to help the 
horse get through a test without appearing lame or short in their stride.   
 
I now have a bit of a bee in my bonnet about this and will have to get a much larger soap box to make myself heard to try to 
get the discriminative rule of no hoof boots taken out of the rules.  It is the only equine discipline that does not allow them.  If 
there is anyone else out there who is experiencing the same problem or even if you have any words of support you could 
offer I would love to hear from you, it may be useful to help build a stronger case to change things.  You can email me at  
jayne_darby@hotmail.com. I will try to keep you updated in future issues of this newsletter. 
 

EASYARE DOWN UNDER NEWS   www.easycaredownunder.com.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The interest in Boots continues at an 
incredible rate with more people looking 
for alternative hoofcare for their horses. 
Boots are now being used in many 
different Equestrian disciplines, not just for 
the pleasure ride. 
 
Please remember, correct fitting is the key 
to successful use of boots and some 
boots like the Epics, Bares and Grips have 
the advantage of adjustments, whether 
inserting a pad or using smaller cables or 
inside straps etc to make a better fit. 
Boots should always be a snug fit to 
ensure a correct fit and the feet should 
also be regularly trimmed. 
 
Regards, Mike and Chris Ware  
EasycareDownunder 
www.easycaredownunder.com.au  
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DIPLOMA NEWS:    National College of Traditional Medicine  Diploma in Equine Podiotherapy 
 
Equine Podiotherapy Students:  
We have had many, many requests by people to locate a ‘local’ trimmer, so we thought it timely that we publicise a list of the 
students who have been studying the Diploma of Equine Podiotherapy and have completed the practical component. They 
are all trimming exceptionally well and we have no hesitation to recommend them.  
 
Victoria 
Geoff Brookman                             Cranbourne       brooky59@optusnet.com.au 
Jeane Dekter                                    Mt Evelyn         jeane.dekter@iinet.net.au 
Audrey Dickens                              Gunbower          audrydic@bordernet.com.au 
Martin Godwin                                Dunkeld             marti.godwin@gmail.com  
Joanne Hill                                      Yackandandah   sperrie@iprimus.com.au  
Frances Hughes                               Hazelwood Nth frances.hughes@asic.gov.au  
Jade Meadmore                               Briar Hill           photojade@hotmail.com 
Rebecca Scott                                  Kyneton            rebeccascott@bigpond.com  
Helen Watson                                  Cranbourne       archwat@aapt.net.au  
 
Western Australia 
Adriana Della Franca                      Karragullen       0427549734 
Yvonne Heiser-Taylor                     Bullsbrook        wildponies@iinet.net.au 
 
Queensland 
Sue Daniel                                      Wamuran           s_daniell@people.net.au 
Marie Farr                                       Yeppoon            marie@equinox.com.au 
Barb Utech                                      Canungra           info@utechphoto.com.au 
 
New South Wales 
Trish, Andrew & Deana Buchan    Wongarbon       tinshed@hwy.com.au 
Rae Eade                                         12 Mile Creek   reade@apt.net.au 
Karen Gready                                  Leeton              gready@bigpond.net.au  
Robert Howden                               Wakefield         carol.layton@gmail.com 
Duncan McLaughlin                        Tarago              duncanmclaughlin@yahoo.com.au 
  

 

CLASSIFIEDS: (all prices listed below plus p+h - to order please email info@barehoofcare.com) 
Hoof Picks 

After many years working as a farrier Andrew could not find a hoof pick on the  
market that would stand up to daily work and simply do the job it was meant to do 
......hence he has designed one himself.  Made up to a standard and not down to a 
price.  The pick is very strong steel and guaranteed not to bend. The handle  is 
ergonomic and easy to grip. The curve in the handle and angle of the pick gives 
you maximum leverage. The brush is large and firm. 
Introductory Special price - $5 (normally $7.50) until 31st January 2009! 
 
Professional Leather Apron 
Finally!  A protective apron that has been developed specifically for hoof trimmers.  
Designed and worn by a master farrier who has been “down under” thousands of 
horses; this design is the end result of 20 years of fine tuning.  Comfortable - This 
apron is built for comfort, shaped for easy bending at the hips and is light weight 
and cool.It is snug fitting and not bulky. Durable - Made of genuine Australian 
leather, with black leather re-inforcing patches around areas of high wear. Safety - 
Comes with velcro on leg straps, essential for quick removal. Leather patches 
protect vital areas! Convenient - Easy to put on and remove, with two handy 
pockets for carrying a hoof pick and loop knife. Australian Made! 
Now $120 (normally $150) – SAVE $30!  Only until 31 January 2009.  
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Hoof stands 
 

Standard hoof stand   $180 (plus p+h) 
 
Still with the same robust build – whether you trim one horse or a hundred! 
Now comes hot dip galvanised – no more chipped paint or rust (instead will look good forever). 
This stand also comes with a choice of shapes for the base: 
 

Round – maximum stability and ease of use for those working on flat surfaces. 
 

Scalloped – for extra stability on uneven surfaces (the strength of a dish with  the universal stability of 
a tripod). 
 
It still comes standard with our unique soft top sling. 
 

 

 
Economy hoof stand   $120 (plus p+h)         *all new * 
 
Finally! A practical hoof stand at a very affordable price. 
 
The economy stand is specially designed for the owner trimmer. 
 
It is lightweight, yet stable and fully height adjustable for ease of use and is comfortable for the horse. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

ONLINE SHOP! 
For all your trimming supplies, check out our new online shop through our products tag on our website or our new online 
store directly via www.thebarefootblacksmith.com 
 

 
 
 
Newsletter produced by: The Barefoot Blacksmith ® Team info@barehoofcare.com   ph: 03 57734306 
The views expressed in this publication are that of the editor and contributors.  The editor and contributors shall have neither liability nor responsibility 

to any person or entity with respect to any loss or damage caused, or alleged to be caused, directly or indirectly as a result of any reliance on the 
information contained in this publication.  If professional assistance is required, such services should be sought by the appropriate practitioner. 

 
Articles and photos in this publication are Copyright ©   Editors may re-print articles provided they obtain the permission of the author 
 

 
Please let us know by email if you no longer wish to subscribe to this newsletter. 

 


