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G’day All,
Grey days, brown mud, yellow floods.Hoof abscess, seedy toe, greasy
heel, mud fever, thrushy frogs, sand cracks!Even though it was late
arriving, it turned out to be an old fashioned winter after all.

It is good to see creeks and rivers that haven’t flowed for years. The
country will be smiling this spring (let’sjust hope the grasshoppers
don’t join in the party).

I was out trimming in the Yarra Valley recently with one of my offsiders
David Wiltshire and just to prove how wet it is he showed me how to
sink half his car in the mud! (see pic right).

Meanwhile, back at the ranch, the Australian College of Equine
Podiotherapy is gaining momentum.Our new purpose built teaching
facilities here at Mayfieldare working extremely well.We have just said
farewell to the October 2009 group who have completed their formal
studies and are now setting forth to compile their case study portfolios.

We look forward to our next instalment with the February 2010 groupin
mid September (here’s hoping that our notoriously fickle Victorian
Spring weather behaves for our northern visitors!).

It is rather humbling to be right in the middle of such a large number of
dedicated students who are on ‘the journey’, searching forknowledge
to help keep horses sound for life. As they are emerging in the hoofcare
industry, they are proving to be consummate professionals and are
raising industry standards to new heights.

Early in the course the students spend four days with Professor Bowker
(who is truly a world leader in equine hoofcare research) which
provides a very solid scientific foundation which I believe is career
defining. The students’ knowledge of functional anatomy combined with
an awareness of the horse as an integrated whole is unprecedented in
the Australian hoofcare industry (possibly the world?!).

Equine podiotherapists do not learn amethod of hoof trimming; rather
they learn critical analysis via thorough and relevant observations
based on scientific principles. They are able to effectively assess and
manage whatever scenarios they are challenged with in their daily
hoofcare business.If you have an interest in becoming a professional
therapeutic trimmer, the Diploma of Equine Podiotherapy is the most
thorough and effective training available in Australia. But don’t leave it
too long– our October 2010 intake is full and we are now taking bookings for the February 2011 group.

We look forward to catching up with those of you who are travelling down to Equitana. Until then,
Speak for your horse!AB
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What’s Happening at Mayfield ?by Nicky Bowe

Rain, Rain, Rain,-  Mud, Mud, Mud !!! Is this what a normal year is ? It seems
like all of Australia is under water!!. Ithought I would not say it but bring back the
drought !  I am just about over trudging through the mud in my gumbies feeding
20 horses hay twice a day, feeling terribly sorry for them, especially the ones
with mud fever. One good thing is it has helped me work out where I need to put
some more gravel in gateways etc. I use to think I was rather efficient at feeding
out in record time however these days I can’t seem to master the Cliffy Young
shuffle in gumboots in our mud without the fear of slipping over.

It was sad to say goodbye to the October 2009 group of EPT students.  We’re proud to see they all passed their exams
and pracsandwelook forward to seeing their case studies. Due to the high demand in the equine industry for further
education we have organisedSharon May Davis to come back again in October, there are still a few positions available,
so anyone wanting to get a greater insight intohorse anatomy,Sharon is an excellent teacher.

My latest very interesting rehab case has been testing out my newly
renovated rubber laneway and has helped me to make some minor final
modifications. I have never had such a large lively active
youngster(monster). It is now officiallyFortKnox.

Jordy is a young warmblood cross thatis lucky to be alivebecause of a
very activeseedy toeinfection. Hedevelopedan abscess which worked
inward through the corium and started eroding the pedal bone (see pics
below). After extensive resection under veterinary supervision, cleaning
twice daily and keeping Jordy in the driest, cleanest environment he seems
to be healing well,Jordy’s hoof is growing down nicely. However he will
always have a large amount of scar tissue where the bone deficit is.
Hopefullyonce fully grown down that this will not impede too much with his
magnificent movement.

Here’s proofAustralia is all
under water !!


