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Barehoofcare Australia  
www.barehoofcare.com         
“Mayfield”, 470 Middle Creek Rd, Yarck, VIC 3719  
Ph: 03 57734306 Fax: 03 57734307        
Email: info@barehoofcare.com     
 
Greetings,  
 
The roller coaster ride of crazy seasons seems to have 
moderated to a more typical seasonal pattern, at least in this 
part of Australia (there are a few locations in Queensland – 
places we were planning to hold workshops at – that have 
been inundated yet again at the tail of a very long wet season).  
 
However, the grass in our part of the country has not dried off 
and won’t now until next summer. Unfortunately there are so 
many horses that are carrying hoof problems from the long wet 
summer, it is worrying how they will cope if we get a typically 
wet winter and spring. 
 
But at least the good season means catch up time for cockies. 
There should be some heavy crops and fat animals this spring.  
 
It has been fantastic to see how the bush has bounced back 
from so many years of drought; nowhere more stark than the 
saltbush plains looking such a vivid emerald green that it could 
well be Ireland. 
 

With my travels through the backblocks of 
Australia, I have been lucky to witness 
some truly amazing sights in far flung 
places, from the surreal locust plagues that 
appear as an ‘aura’ around a semi on the 
highway when one is following closely to 
keep the windscreen clear. Then one night 
there was a moving sheet of mice not 
looking to the left or right when crossing the 
highway to escape rising flood waters.  
 

With the obvious exception of decorating the body parts of vehicles, the big winners of the never ending spring 
were undoubtedly the mice, the grasshoppers and the bloody mozzies.� 
 
Ah yes, the mozzies have been everywhere. I have been bitten by some of Australia’s finest. From Queensland 
thru the Riverina to South Australia, there have been clouds of them. Hopefully there is no strange cross 
breeding of mozzie viruses in my blood!  It probably sounds like a bit of a tall one, but there was a road I 
passed somewhere or other in the bush that leads to a place called Skeeterville. Really! I am not making that 
up! 
 
Bring on the frost. That’ll fix ‘em! 
Speak for your horse!  AB 
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What’s Happening at Mayfield ? by Nicky Bowe  
 
Autumn is just about over with the trees displaying some 
wonderful colours this year, a bright cheery lead into what 
seems another colder winter ! 
 
Big changes have been happening at Mayfield. Mum and 
girls mainly staying home while Andrew continues to travel 
and teach our one day workshops which are still in great 
demand. He has been lucky enough to secure the 
assistance of some of the podiotherapy students as I have 
another large task added to my already long list - running 
our newly acquired beef and sheep farm.  Dad is retiring 
and selling up so we have purchased some acreage 
adjoining our house and horse paddocks.  
 
ENTER NICKY THE FARMER……. 
I already have many tales to tell, starting with a huge epidemic of fly strike, so bad we had to shear all the 
sheep as they were dying even when we were bringing them in every 3 days. Although I was still treating a 
case or two last week in the rams, it has settled. I don’t know how flies survive in this cold ! Once the main 
epidemic of fly strike was under control we had a dog attack the mob ! Right now, I am battling with lambing 
sickness as some of the ewes are old and because of the good season are carrying twins. It seems a constant 
battle trying to keep our sheep alive. The other night Andrew said “sheep seem only designed to die”.  With 
lambing well under way it is evident life for a newborn lamb can be rather cruel with looming crows, foxes and 
eagles. 
 
I jumped into farming with another huge challenge, calving down 35 heifers. Our newly acquired calving jack 
was well worn in and I experienced a wide variety of mal presentations. Even after checking three times a day 
we managed to lose 6 calves, 5 of which I replaced with orphans. I now have 34 hungry first calvers to feed. 
We also had a family trip to a bull sale and bought them a new husband “Escort” a Blonde Aquitaine Bull. 
 
With all this extra farm work I have been lucky to have my girls Sophie and Emma and my weekend helper LOZ 
(Laura Smith – a  podiotherapy student) who is thoroughly enjoying learning all about farms. I also have a great 
new handy man, Malcolm, who diligently works through my lists of jobs. 
 
PET PROGRESS….. 
No one volunteered to buy a baby bunny from my notice in the last 
newsletter !! The girls and I took them to the Easter fair and were very 
successful at selling Easter Bunnies !!!!! 
 
Emma’s Puppy COCO, purchased as a future working  Kelpie for the farm, 
turned out to be the most wonderful pet, playing with the children for hours, 
however we discovered she was a “Claytons kelpie” ( Kelpie X Ridgeback 
X Labrador) !!!! When it came to mustering the sheep, she totally ignored 

Tipa our old kelpie who 
she was supposed to be 
learning some “tricks of 
the trade” from and 
rounded up the 
motorbike. This was most 
disturbing when you were 
trying to concentrate on the job at hand as well as avoiding a 
dog running in front of you - at least she never ran off on us !   
 
COCO, a real people dog, has gone to a great new home 
with children to play with. We now have two new arrivals, 
King and Socks, real red kelpie pups ! They are already 
showing promise !!!! Being rather interested in a new orphan 
lamb, although I am not sure who is the Boss here !  
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Sophie and Emma have been great helpers on the farm with their ponies and Sophie is starting to wear Mrs 
Pony out. The day Andrew and I were talking about this we were offered a great little pony INDIANNA that has 
been well started under saddle by Bec Pekovic. Sometimes things do fall into place nicely ! Thanks Bec. 
 
REHAB PROGRESS… 
The last large influx of rehab cases have all gone home and are all going well. Due to the extra warm wet 
season and some silly idea someone has put into peoples heads about seedy toe just growing out on its own, 
we had just as many seedy toe cases as laminitic cases this year.  

 
 
Desi, the pony with the 
infected pedal bone, is 
looking great and her foot 
has just about grown out.   
 
Hopefully winter will be a 
quiet time and I can write 
up some of the many 
rehab case studies.  
 
 

WE lost one of our own rehab cases…... Boris our pet ram got some sort of strange growth “swamp cancer” 
between his toes. We tried surgery and chemical burns and bandaging etc The cancer beat us and Boris was 
PTS Obviously we can’t fix them all. 
 
We have just about finished our new shelter with the super soft rubber flooring for the mainly recumberant 
rehab horses when they arrive. The shelter also doubles as a trimming shed (pic). 
 
Life only seems to get busier, I am so grateful to my helpers, Sande, Glyn, Robyn, Malcom and LOZ, not  
to mention some of the great backpackers who stay w ith us and help out. I will miss Julia who has been  
here for some time.  She has to leave in a few week s. Good timing though as I think winter is going to  
be a doozie ! 
 
Rug up, watch some great comedy movies, laugh and b e happy…..  
 
Cheers Nicky. 
 

 
The World Wide Water Trou gh  
 
 

The Complete Horse Trainer – John Solomon Rarey 
  
      http://www.rarey.com/sites/jsrarey/jsrbook.html  
 
The Legend of Bucephalus – Alexander the Great’s Horse 
 
      http://www.pothos.org/content/index.php?page=bucephalus  

 
 
 

 
Please note:  Our old email address – mayfieldf@bigpond.com is no more.  So if you’ve been emailing to that address 
and we haven’t responded, now you know why!  Please use info@barehoofcare.com  
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Australian College of Equine Podiotherapy  
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What is Equine Podiotherapy?  (pronounced equine pod-eye-oh-therapy)  It is the study of specialist 
natural hoof care practices, based on current research into the correct functioning of the equine hoof and 
its internal components.  Its principles are aimed at enhancing equine biomechanics by applying hoof care 
methods that promote lifelong soundness.   
It is NOT “method” trimming. Its paradigm is firmly grounded in equine orthopaedics and takes hoof care 

into the 21st century. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lecturers for this course are leaders in the field of equine hoof research and professional barefoot 
rehabilitative trimming practices. 

 
How long is the Diploma Course?   The Diploma of Equine Podiotherapy course is delivered by the 
Australian College of Equine Podiotherapy in blocks of face to face lectures complimented by distance 
learning modules, over a twelve month period.  The four practical blocks are five and six days long and 
students have an additional twelve months to complete a series of case studies to attain their Diploma. 

 
Where is the college?   The college campus is based at Mayfield Barehoofcare Centre in Yarck in rural 
Victoria.  Mayfield Barehoofcare Centre is a working rehabilitation centre for horses with serious hoof issues 
such as laminitis and navicular syndrome.  The campus provides air conditioned classrooms, toilets/showers 
& camping facilities. For interstate students there is the full range of accommodation available at Alexandria 
which is only 20 mins away. 

 
What is the fee?   The fee for the Diploma is $4,900 and there is a payment plan available for those who wish 
it. 

 
When is the next course?   The next course is scheduled to commence in 
October. Don’t delay because of the intensive nature of this training we are 
only able to take 15 – 16 students per course and we already have some 
deposits for the next course.   To secure a place please contact the college 
now. 
 

How can I find out more information?    Contact the course co-ordinator Chris Ware by email 
equinepodiotherapy@bigpond.com or 0458 215 601 to speak to her direct. There is also more information 
available on our website www.equinepodiotherapy.com.au 
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From Mike Ware Manager & Equine Podiotherapist at E asycare Down Under 
www.easycaredownunder.com.au   

If The Boot Fits………………. It won't come off. 

Articles from the Easycare Blog:   
 
Wednesday, February 9, 2011 by Amanda Washington  
 
I am still surprised when I read a comment from someone saying their Gloves fit their horse, yet they are still 
having problems with their boots coming off. I think it is very important to know that if they did fit properly, the 
boots would not come off, with the possibility of a few exceptions, but certainly not consistently.  

 
 

I used this combination of Gloves and tape for a year, including two 50's, and never lost a boot- even with galloping up steep inclines, 
through water/mud and large, loose rocks! 

 
There are other factors to consider when looking at boot fit aside from the actual measurements of the length 
and width of the sole. You may have a perfect fit, in theory, but the overall angle or shape of the hoof wall may 
be preventing that perfect Glove fit. 
 
Check your hoof walls against a straight plane such as a ruler or a rasp. If there is a dish or a bulge, chances 
are the boot will not seat right and could be at risk for flying off at the most inopportune times. Such as at the 
bottom of a great big hill that you will most likely have to hike down and up over and over until you find the boot 
at the top of a tree, or during a mad gallop down the road when it flings off and knocks your riding buddy off her 
horse. Either way is no good! 
 
Another thing to take into account is heel height, as too high or low of heel will prevent a good fit, as well as be 
detrimental to overall hoof-health of your beloved equine.  Of course toe length is going to be a huge factor and 
oftentimes a long toe will come with a low heel and will probably not be very successful in a hoof boot.  
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The perfect fit with the addition of the Powerstrap. 
 

 
 
Of course if everything checks out and you're still having problems, don't forget those Powerstraps!  If for any 
othe reason than they compliment your riding attire (seriously- these things come in so many colors it's 
tempting to have a different color for each day, week, month or mood-swing!). The Powerstraps  are just that 
extra bit of insurance and can take up the slack- literally- in boots with just a little extra room. For additional 
staying power, athletic tape  is where it's at. An unstoppable combination is tape AND Powerstraps! Make sure 
that screwdriver is handy when taking these bad boys off!! 
 
Also don't forget that the fit of the Glove is sensitive enough that a few week's growth after a trim can cause 
your boots to become too small, and vice versa. Doing a bit of rasping in between professional trims can help 
alleviate this problem. Get your hands dirty! I promise it's worth it!! 

 
 
 
 

Bad fit- check out the gaps on the outside wall of each hoof. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you still haven't taken the plunge to order the very best fitting boot out there, order the fit kit ! It's a very small 
monetary investment you won't regret. 
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You can’t take a thoroughbred barefoot!!  Yes you c an! 
 
Tuesday, December 28, 2010 by EasyCare Customer Service Team  
The following is from Shawna Dalke in Phoenix, Arizona: 

Two and a half years ago, I got (for a buck) a three year old 
Thoroughbred (Kona) off the track where I volunteered.  
Being a terrified new mother with the sole responsibility for 
this beautiful horse, I began searching for the best way to 
take care of him. I ventured into the unorthodox and never 
minded those around me who continued to do things "the way 
it's always been done 'cause it works." If it didn't feel right, if it 
didn't make sense and if it looked like it was causing Kona 
discomfort - I refused to do it and searched for alternatives. 
Shortly after taking him bitless (which I continue to this day), I 
pulled off his iron shoes.  

Iron shoes: just those two words alone don't make s ense and have me envisioning Lady Gaga doing the 
100 yard dash.  

Then, Kona and I moved from Calgary to Arizona and discovered desert terrain the likes of which we had never 
encountered. Having found a spectacular barefoot trimmer, James Welz, , I asked him which boots I should 
buy to protect Kona's hooves. He suggested the only boots that he ever suggests any more to his clients: The 
Easyboot Gloves . So, for the last year, I have been using Easyboot Gloves on Kona's front feet. Recently, 
after finding some new trails that are super rocky, I decided to get him Easyboot Gloves for his hind feet as 
well. 
 
Long story short, everybody comments on how healthy 
Kona's hooves look in their bare state. I remember hearing 
so many times that Thoroughbreds have "notoriously thin 
hoof walls" and after working at the race track, I 
understand why - If you have a horse in shoes one 
hundred percent of the time from a one year old on, of 
course the walls don't have a chance to grow thick and 
strong, as they suffer shoe-impaired circulation and insane 
peripheral load.  

I've been so grateful that I've had the Easyboot Gloves to 
ease Kona into growing healthy, thick-walled hooves. Kona 
has been barefoot for over two years now and James says 
Kona's feet are "almost" at the point where he likes to see 
them.  

Having the Easyboot Gloves  as back up has given me the patience to get magnificent barefoot results and 
given Kona and I the opportunity to ride in any terrain we please without giving up barefoot. I know Kona loves 
his boots, too. Many times he won't lift his feet for me to take them off. I'm guessing the Gloves feel like 
Birkenstocks for horses. 

Thanks for sharing your story with us Shawna 
 
 
Mike Ware  
Easycare Down Under 
Phone:  02 6493 6944   
email: easycaredownunder@bigpond.com   
www.easycaredownunder.com.au 
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The new Easyboot Trail is the easiest hoof boot in the world. The Easyboot trail can be easily put on and 
removed by young or old hands. The infinitely variable attachment system assures booted success for a broad 
spectrum of hoof sizes and shapes throughout the trim cycle. The boot opens up completely to easily slip on 
and off over most hoof shapes and sizes. The rear double Velcro attachment protects the entire hoof wall and 
keeps the boot firmly in place. EasyCare gaiters are sold separately.  

Now available in Australia.  

                                                                                                                                        RRP Sizes 0-6 $87.50    
RRP Sizes 7- 10 $94.50 

  

 
   

  

Truly the "no fuss" boot!  

If you want a no fuss boot suitable for the riders who may do  
approx. 50 klm. per week, or if you find other boots too complicated  
or suffer a loss of strength in your fingers that make doing up buckles  
difficult then The Trail is a wonderful boot for you. Able to be opened  
out for fitting ease and then closed securely with only velcro..... even  
the young can use this boot! 

·  Opens up and out for easy access of the hoof 
·  No additional buckles or straps to negotiate 
·  Very affordable and available as a single boot for horses with mismatched hoof sizing 
·  Is not side specific (so can be used on either the nearside of offside hooves). 
·  Tough polyurethane sole offers excellent grip on every surface. 
·  Tough cordura upper makes it more durable than any boot in this price range. 
·  Slim anatomical fit keeps this boot on even in the deepest mud or water. 
·  Flexible fastening system works well with most trimming cycles (even up to 8 

weeks). 
·  Comfort pads can be added if you would like to offer additional comfort or for 

horses with tender soles. 
·  Easycare gaiters (G2 Mac style) can be added if you would like to use these too. 
·  Available in 11sizes! 
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For all orders simply call Easy Care Down Under  using these numbers  

Office Number: 02 44552440 
 Or email easycaredownunder@bigpond.com 

 

 

I don't know whether I sent you this pic of me and 
Sundance already, but I thought it was worth sharing 
around. 

I am very proud of him - at least in his good moments 
when we have it all together! 

40k at Buchan 2 weeks ago, gloves on the front, bare 
behind, just beautiful !!! 

 
Susan Gill and Sundance 
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What’s the Buzz about Manuka Honey 
Leptospermum Scoparium – New Zealand’s Native Tea Tree  
 
For centuries, honey has been used as a food and prized as a medicine by many cultures 
around the world. Honey is one of nature’s most beneficial gifts with antibacterial and anti-
inflammatory properties. However, not all honey is the same. All pure honey has the ability 
to aid healing due to its hydrogen peroxide content. However, often after exposure to heat, 
light, moisture and contamination these peroxide levels can drop until the healing 
properties disappear.  
 
So why Manuka Honey?  
Bees gather Manuka honey from the Manuka flower (Leptospermum Scoparium). The Maori and early 
European settlers used the oils and honey from the Manuka flowers and leaves for many medicinal purposes 
and were well aware of the healing results from topical application of these extracts.  
 
Dr. Peter Molan from the Dept of Biological Sciences at the Waikato University of New Zealand is a world 
authority in researching the factors that make Manuka Honey outstanding.  Aside from the usual hydrogen 
peroxide component created from the activity in the honey of the enzyme glucose oxidase, active Manuka 
Honey offers an additional antibacterial Manuka factor not found in any other honey. (Australian equivalent to 
Manuka is the Jelly Bush from the Leptospermum Polygalifolium). 
 
It is this additional antibacterial non peroxide component that is responsible for Active Manuka Honey’s potent 
therapeutic properties. It is also unaffected by the enzymes in the body that break down and destroy the 
hydrogen peroxide activity present in all honey. This anti-bacterial component maintains its potency even when 
diluted over 50 times as will happen when used on or in the body. It has a greater resistance to heat, light, 
moisture and time and diffuses more deeply into the skin tissue than do the enzymes of other honey. 

 
There are many reports in the medical literature of honey being very effective as a dressing for wounds, burns 
and skin ulcers:  
 
“Inflammation, swelling and pain are quickly reduced. Sloughing of necrotic tissue occurs without need for 
debridement and unpleasant odours cease. Healing occurs rapidly with minimal scarring. A moist environment 
is created which promotes the growth of new skin tissue. Although a moist environment also favours the growth 
of infecting bacteria, the antimicrobial properties of honey prevent infection. But unlike other antiseptics, honey 
is not harmful to tissues and actually speeds up the growth of new tissue to heal the wound. Dressings can be 
removed painlessly without causing damage to growing tissues. It is also useful for drawing foreign matter from 
serious grazes and can draw out prickles and poisons from flesh”. Peter Molan 
 
Manuka also has potent antifungal properties.  However, due to the sugars in honey, applying it to a fungal 
condition can invariably feed it. Manuka Oil which is the essential oil from the Manuka plant can provide 
a powerful remedy for fungal conditions.  I have been distributing and using active Manuka honey myself now 
for over 12 years. It is a truly amazing multi active substance and the results both witnessed by myself and 
those reported to me are stunning.  
 
Just recently my little mini filly cut the back of her foot just above the coronet on a piece of corrugated iron that 
blew onto the lane. Wow so much blood I couldn’t see the full extent of the wound. I immediately thought 
stitches however I knew this area would be difficult to stitch and what about scar tissue.  After stemming the 
blood flow I slapped on the Manuka honey and strapped it up changing the dressing twice a day. By day 4, I 
could barely see where the wound was and everything had healed. There was nothing there.  
 
I have used Manuka honey for abscesses, rain scald, infected eyes, cuts, wounds, coughs etc etc. It is one of 
the first things I reach for when there is injury and it never seems to fail. Manuka can also be diluted in warm 
water and syringed or sprayed onto areas that are hard to reach. A short application repeatedly is better than 
not using it at all because it may be too messy or in a difficult area.  Stay tuned to this column each newsletter 
for more information on Manuka honey and its many and wonderful applications.   
Click here for further information: http://www.honey.bio.waikato.ac.nz 
 
Karen Taranto - Karen@vitalo2.com   Vital Breath -  0148 536 768 / Distributor of Man uka Products.  
Feel free to ring me to discus Manuka products if interested. Discounts on bulk orders are available. 
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Upcoming workshop in Lancefield with The Biochemic Institute 
Presenter - Alex Sutton.     Date:  August 2011 
 
You may have been exposed to Tissue Salts more readily available in health food stores, chemists and the 
like.   I have been fortunate of late to be introduced to the Institute of Biochemic Medicine (Asia Pacific) the 
Australian branch of The German Association of Biochemistry, who are world leaders on The Clinical Science 
of the Biochemic Therapies of Dr. Schuessler with continuing research into the 12 mineral salts. 
 
Colleagues of mine in the Bowen Therapy field (horses and humans) especially in WA, have been using these 
Schuessler Salts for a few years and they have proven far superior to those more commonly available on the 
Australian market.   Please read through the attached flyers for further information. 
 

Registration Form    Schuessler Salts Information  Accommodation 
 
Early registration is important due to limited spaces available, advertising for this workshop will be broadcasted 
throughout Victoria to health practitioners outside of Bowen Therapy as well, so to secure your position in the 
workshops, please follow the instructions on the Biochemic Therapy – Schuessler Salt Workshop. PDF, and 
look at the two horse cases presented for before and after pictures. 
on the Schuessler Salts Information PDF. 
  
If your thinking of staying over in Lancefield, as the venue for the workshops is being held at the Lancefield 
Guest House Conference facility, I do suggest early booking of accommodation either their or within the 
Lancefield region.    
 

Lea Smart - Director & Principal Instructor of the Animal Bowen Training Programs 
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This month’s quote – Nicholas Evans 
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Black Healer 
Has your horse got seedy toe? 
Don’t give up on it.  Seedy toe will only get worse.  
Why not try some ‘Black Healer’? When used as a ‘part 
b’ following peroxide treatment and held in the cavity 
with greasy wool or cotton wool, it seems to be very 
effective in the most stubborn cases. 
 
Now available in 200 ml packs - $25. 
To order phone or email  
03 5773 4306 - info@barehoofcare.com   
 



Page 12 

 

A Father's Explanation of Why 
He Had Horses for His Children 

My daughter turned sixteen years old today; 
which is a milestone for most people. Besides 
looking at baby photos and childhood trinkets 
with her, I took time to reflect on the young 
woman my daughter had become and the 
choices she would face in the future. 

As I looked at her I could see the athlete she 
was, and determined woman she would soon 
be. I started thinking about some of the girls we 
knew in our town who were already pregnant, 
pierced in several places, hair every color 
under the sun, drop outs, drug addicts and on 
the fast track to no-where, seeking surface 
identities because they had no inner self 
esteem. The parents of these same girls have 
asked me why I "waste" the money on horses 
so my daughter can ride. I'm told she will grow 
out of it, lose interest, discover boys and all 
kinds of things that try to pin the current 
generation's "slacker" label on my child. I don't 
think it will happen, I think she will love and 
have horses all her life. 

Because my daughter grew up with horses she 
has compassion. She knows that we must take 
special care of the very young and the very old. 
We must make sure those without voices to 
speak of their pain are still cared for. 

Because my daughter grew up with horses she 
learned responsibility for others than herself. 
She learned that regardless of the weather you 
must still care for those you have the 
stewardship of. There are no "days off" just 
because you don't feel like being a horse 
owner that day. She learned that for every hour 
of fun you have there are days of hard slogging 
work you must do first.   

Because my daughter grew up with horses she 
learned not to be afraid of getting dirty and that 
appearances don't matter to most of the 
breathing things in the world we live in. Horses 
do not care about designer clothes, jewelry, 
pretty hairdos or anything else we put on our 
bodies to try to impress others. What a horse 
cares about are your abilities to work within his 
natural world, he doesn't care if you're wearing 
$80.00 jeans while you do it.  

Because my daughter grew up with horses she 
learned about sex and how it can both enrich 
and complicate lives. She learned that it only 
takes one time to produce a baby, and the only 
way to ensure babies aren't produced is not to 
breed. She learned how babies are planned, 
made, born and, sadly, sometimes die before 
reaching their potential. She learned how 
sleepless nights and trying to out-smart a crafty 
old broodmare could result in getting to see, as 
non-horse owning people rarely do, the birth of 
a true miracle. 

Because my daughter grew up with horses she 
understands the value of money. Every dollar 
can be translated into bales of hay, bags of 
feed or farrier visits. Purchasing non-
necessities during lean times can mean the 
difference between feed and good care, or 
neglect and starvation. She has learned to 
judge the level of her care against the care she 
sees provided by others and to make sure her 
standards never lower, and only increase as 
her knowledge grows. 

Because my daughter grew up with horses she 
has learned to learn on her own. She has had 
teachers that cannot speak, nor write, nor 
communicate beyond body language and 
reactions. She has had to learn to "read" her 
surroundings for both safe and unsafe objects, 
to look for hazards where others might only see 
a pretty meadow. She has learned to judge 
people as she judges horses. She looks 
beyond appearances and trappings to see what 
is within.   

Because my daughter grew up with horses she 
has learned sportsmanship to a high degree. 
Everyone that competes fairly is a winner. 
Trophies and ribbons may prove someone a 
winner, but they do not prove someone is a 
horseman. She has also learned that some 
people will do anything to win, regard-less of 
who it hurts. She knows that those who will 
cheat in the show ring will also cheat in every 
other aspect of their life and are not to be 
trusted. 

Because my daughter grew up with horses she 
has self-esteem and an engaging personality. 
She can talk to anyone she meets with 
confidence, because she has to express 
herself to her horse with more than words. She 
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knows the satisfaction of controlling and 
teaching a 500 kilo animal that will yield 
willingly to her gentle touch and ignore the 
more forceful and inept handling of those 
stronger than she is. She holds herself with 
poise and professionalism in the company of 
those far older than herself. 

Because my daughter grew up with horses she 
has learned to plan ahead. She knows that 
choices made today can effect what happens 
five years down the road. She knows that you 
cannot care for and protect your investments 
without savings to fall back on. She knows the 
value of land and buildings and that caring for 
your vehicle can mean the difference between  

easy travel and being stranded on the side of 
the road with a four horse trailer on a hot day.  

When I look at what she has learned and what 
it will help her become, I can honestly say that I 
haven't "wasted" a penny on providing her with 
horses. I only wish that all children had the 
same opportunities to learn these lessons from 
horses before setting out on the road to 
adulthood.  

Author Unknown - Thanks to Miri at Warburton for this 
contribution

 
Paddock Companion Needed 
 
My neighbour needs one for her newly acquired six year old Arabian, who has just come from a stud which has 
about eighty horses. He is feeling very lonely and insecure. He spends his whole day looking over the fence at 
my little herd. His owner has realised that he needs permanent company and I offered to look around for her.  
 
She is very keen and devoted to her horse. Any companion horse would need to be: 
 

·  Calm, friendly and easy to handle  
·  Reasonably healthy  
·  A good doer  
·  Not ancient  
·  Not too big – a mini, Shetland or pony would be good  
·  Free to a good home or free long lease  
 

The paddock is not huge, but there is a second, much larger one which may be available. There is a new 
renovated horse shelter and all new fencing.  
Please email Cassandra - cassandra.douglass@bigpond.com  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Misha Zeman from Equconnect will be in Melbourne for a weekend of Equine Massage, 
Coaching and Training Sessions. Bookings are essential; please phone 0419 362 204 
or e-mail naggs4eva@live.com.au to secure your session  
 
Misha is a certified Equine Therapist and a qualified NCAS Coach. Misha has been teaching people and 
horses for nearly 30 years and imparts knowledge with passion and simplicity. Misha sees equine therapy and 
massage as another path for connecting with the horse so she incorporates this knowledge into her teaching. 
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Megan Matters Hoof Care and Nutrition Clinic 
 
Thanks to Megan Matters who conducted a first class Hoof Care and Nutrition Clinic at Wyndyarra Estate 
(Coffs Harbour) on Saturday 26th March.  
 
Her box of hooves and dissected legs was amazing to say the least and much better than just viewing from a 
book. ... It would have made interesting chat if someone had just walked in and viewed the dissections all over 
the table.  This was much more than just a hoof clinic, it looked at the horse as a whole and what impacts the 
hoof can have all over the horse’s body including the mind.  
 
The nutrition talk was second to none. If you get a chance attend one of Megan’s clinics it was awesome. 
thanks again Megan. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Gary and Bec Rollans 

 
Three Day Clinic with Sharon May-Davis  
2 days Equine Anatomy & 1 day Biomechanics  

Saturday 23 rd July – Monday 25 th July – Wimbledon NSW (20 minutes from Bathurst) 
 
Sharon May-Davis is a world-renowned Equine Therapist and Scientist. Her experience with performance 
horses has spanned nearly 4 decades and includes clients representing Australia in four equestrian 
disciplines.  Her practical applications have been supported by an array of academic qualifications that have 
been obtained at Tertiary and University levels in Australia and USA. These include Advanced Certification in 
Horse Management, a Bachelor of Applied Science (Equine), a Research and Coursework Masters Degree (4 
Equine Thesi) and numerous Equine Therapeutic qualifications. In addition, Sharon has taught equine 
subjects at various educational facilities for over 15 years and spoken at many seminars, expositions and 
workshops in Australia and overseas. 
 
This clinic gives you the opportunity to take a look inside the horse in order to understand the connection 
between; muscles, bones, behaviour, and the relevant movement that encompasses form and function. In 
addition, the variable behaviour, movement and conformation that your horse may display on the  outside  
can often be a reflection of what's happening on the  inside. 
 

For more information contact Lindy Read 0413 203 380 Email: bkread@internode.on.net  
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Area Reports 
 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
 
It may be cold here in SA this week with some very welcome rain, but up until now we have had an 
exceptionally dry autumn after such an unusually cool wet summer.  Feet have really had to accommodate 
some most unusual weather patterns, having dried out yet again, they will now be becoming softer and easier 
to trim. 
 
Andrew was here in March, he chose the busiest weekend of the year to be in Adelaide! Luckily for everyone 
the weather was very pleasant. Most participants had already noticed that the horses were all sloughing off 
their frogs very early his year, and Andrew had found the same thing in other parts of the country. Both days he 
was here, he was able to teach to full compliments of students at the clinics. One held in Echunga and the 
other at Kersbrook. We will no doubt repeat the pattern next year, beginners at Kersbrook and advanced at 
Echunga next time. 
 
We are lucky enough now to have three of the Podiatry students in South Australia, two of which have worked, 
or are working with me and are slowly going to take on some of my clients. After all I am really only trimming 
here because Andrew conned me into it two years ago and the dearth of knowledgeable trimmers in the area.  
It still is and, I fear, always will be an uphill battle to convince people to take shoes off these compromised 
horses, all we can do is to show them the light and hope that the owners are prepared to follow our vision! 
 
The new range of Easyboot Trails is proving a hit with clients, their ease of fit and manageability seem to be 
very popular. I am also in the slow process of sourcing boots for minis and very small shetlands.  I have a client 
with driving ponies who wants mini boots! At this stage I am not sure if it will be a viable proposition but I have 
found a source in the USA who supply boots smaller than the smallest Epics, which seem to be the smallest we 
can get hold of in this country. The debatable question will be whether it will be financially viable for people to 
purchase this type of boot........watch this space and if anyone else is interested please contact me. 
 
Enjoy the easier trimming, beware of the thrush that seems to abound again, and please feel free to contact me 
anytime 
 
Mary House 
www.healthyhorsesnaturally.com.au  
ningana@chariot.net.au 
0407 979 954 
 
 
QUEENSLAND 
 
Hello to everyone.  
 
Queensland continues to get higher than normal rainfall. Just the other night we got ¾ of an inch from an hour 
long storm. Suffice to say it looks like hooves will continue to be softer than they should be for this time of year.  
 
Over the last few weeks it was looking promising that things were on the improve weather and hoof wise. The 
sun has been shining and the days have been beautiful. The drying effect put a smile on our faces, that was, 
until the other night.  
 
In that little window of drier weather hooves started to show signs of improvement with less of that soggy 
waterlogged look. Let’s hope we see more of this good weather and our dry winters return so hooves can 
harden like rocks and be the resilient structures they are designed to be.  
 
Having said all that, once again I can say that some feet still look great despite the wet and that seems to be 
because they are more tightly managed with mineral balancing, diet, environment, trimming and exercise. 
 
Over Easter, a local lady Rachel Kuns and her trusty steed Kelkette Park Finesse attempted another marathon 
endurance ride. Last August they completed the Shahzada marathon 400 km over 5 days. This April they 
successfully completed the Far A Way 320 km marathon, 80km a day for four consecutive days. Rachel opted 
to use an assortment of hoof boots to protect Nessie’s feet. The style of boot chosen changed daily depending 
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on circumstances. They took around 36.5 hours to complete the total distance. Our congratulations are 
extended to them for another great achievement.  
 
We are looking forward to the Barefoot Blacksmith clinics here in South East Queensland this July.   
 
Happy riding, rain or shine  
Sue Daniell and co.  
SE Queensland 

 
 
TASMANIA  
It is hard not to talk about the unseasonable weather we have had here this summer and autumn as my 
resecting nippers have been in constant use with many calls from owner trimmers who have been taken 
unawares by the speed at which seedy toe can invade the hoof.  It has been rewarding to see the 
improvements with constant attention and also a better understanding of how diet and environment cause 
these problems not just the overdue trim. 
 
We were very fortunate in Tassie to have Sharon May-Davis here in March to run a dissection workshop.  I had 
attended one at Mayfield in the past and my hat goes off to Nicky and Andrew who facilitate these courses on a 
regular basis. I discovered first hand how difficult it can be with not just practical issues such as what venue will 
allow you to dissect a whole horse and building a table that will hold it, let alone how to get the horse onto the 
table, but there was that whole moral dilemma at euthanasing this horse for that purpose.   
 
I bought Gully from a client with her knowledge that this would be his fate but after a week of good feed and the 
ministrations of our backpacker and dear friend Jip he had really picked up, Jip begged me to give him a 
reprieve, luckily my original, objective judgement proved correct.  Gully a 25 yo thoroughbred had what we are 
fairly sure was pancreatic carcinoma and would have suffered a slow wasting.  On consult with his previous 
owner he had suffered acute bouts of colic and other symptoms of this condition.  I was relieved however it 
certainly takes something from you to do these things.  
 
On the up side Gully’s skeleton was fascinating it showed his history. A sacrum sublux to the right  had us 
puzzled for a while,(they race to the left in Tassie), we were looking for perhaps a healed fracture from his 
show jumping days, until we tracked down his racing history he had 28 starts in Qld (racing to the right I 
believe). When we looked at his thoracic/ lumbar region it was fascinating to find that he had 17 ribs one side 
and 18 on the other, the last rib on his near side corresponded with a lumbar vertebrae on his off side. This 
sealed his fate and Gully will now be immortalised as is Snow at Mayfield, we are putting him together to have 
here in Tassie for clinics and talks - he will be a fantastic teacher still. 
 
Sharon is returning in September for both a dissection workshop and a Bio-mechanics workshop hopefully 
Gully will be together for the Bio-mechanics. 
 
Autumn for me is not all macabre however I was prompted by the number of horses with acute bouts of 
laminitis when the first frosts hit to have a look at the hooves of a pony who we successfully rehabbed. Then 2 
years later in Autumn he literally went down virtually overnight and the decision was made to euthanase.  This 
was 2 years ago so out of the freezer and off to the taxidermist.  
�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 I was shocked to look inside the poor little guys feet but I am putting up the pics as from the outside things 
didn’t look so bad but on the inside the situation was pretty awful, and I believe now it had been coming on for a 
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while but I had missed it.  I believe we learn perhaps more from our mistakes once they are realized than our 
successes - I will never forget this one.  

For more info and dates on Sharon’s clinics in September email or 
phone me. 
 
 
Libby Franz 
“dare to go bare”  
Tasmania 
daretogobare@wideband.net.au  
ph 0417 140 085  
 

 
 

 

 
Barefoot horses in action 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Frances Hughes and Argie coming 5th in the Pre 
Novice at the Ballarat Horse Trials last month. 
 

 
 
Please feel free to send us your Barefoot Horse in Action story.  Don’t be shy, we want to include stories from 
all disciplines so if you have a good yarn about your four legged mate, let us have it! 
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Readers’ Stories 
 
Margherita has always been passionate about horses and has had vast experience in using horses for 
mustering.  Several years back, she developed an interest in draught horses after seeing a friend use a wagon.  
She decided she would like to give it a try and that has led to her recent adventure. 
 
In 2008 I took my draught horses and wagon base to my friend’s place in Thallon, Queensland where I spent a 
fortnight with a beautiful family who gave me the time and freedom to learn so much about driving and my 
horses. I determined to return one day with the finished product, the wagon. 
 
Early this year I set the goal of returning to Thallon and on April 27th I was able to truck my horses and wagon 
to Moree to commence the two hundred plus kilometre journey to Thallon, which involved an average of 25km 
per day. My aim was to have the horses complete the trip barefoot.  
 
Our journey took us through many intriguing facets of the flat countryside; we met beautiful, generous country 
folk who either lent us a vehicle to drive to their ‘bore bath’ or took us on a scenic visit to the isolated wetlands 
tucked unobtrusively on their property, waved to the children who furiously rode their bikes (motor!) down to the 
fences, with one group of children bringing carrots for the horses and Easter eggs for us! Our hearts were 
overjoyed at the generosity and friendliness of the people we encountered along the way. 
 
The journey was planned using the back roads into Mungundi but still the road trains carrying cotton were 
abundant! The horses handled the road trains and the dust admirably. For the most part, the horses went 
barefoot, however there were a few kilometres where they wore their new boots to traverse the particularly 
rough gravel. For me this was a great achievement and reassurance that barefoot travel is possible. 
 
Our trip was blessed: we had one rainy day in which the black soil of our campsite forced us out of our planned 
rest day by the creek and to move onto our next campsite at the Two Mile Pub just the other side of Mungundi. 
Due to the rain, most of the road trains carrying the cotton were off the road and so our crossing of the bridges 
into Mungundi were not quite as ‘hairy’ as I had anticipated. We camped that night alongside the road trains 
that were ‘grounded’ at The Two Mile Pub acquainting ourselves with the truck drivers who were duly intrigued 
with our mode of travel.  
 
Our rest day seemed to be eluding us as we determined 
that having the horses in a quagmire (rain and blacksoil) 
was not a good option and so set off to our next 
campsite. This was the only time that the horses had to 
be really ‘encouraged’. When we rested for lunch our 
grounded truckies passed us tooting and waving. 
Another delightful little serendipity. Refreshed, we 
continued our journey. The owner of the property on 
which we were camping that night, had our campfire 
already going, had left us a pile of wood as well as a 
vehicle to get to the bore bath. Spoilt? It certainly 
proved to be a good choice to move on and have our 
rest day there.  
 
The final leg of the journey took us to the local school at Thallon; not on our schedule, but another lovely 
experience. 
 
Whilst I am passionate about my horses and traveling, one of the most rewarding aspects of the trip was the 
smiles and good feelings brought to so many others throughout our journey. In our world today, how nice is it to 
bring a smile to another?  
 
I would like to acknowledge all the members of my team who have helped to make this trip the success that it 
has been. My trainer and mentor – my husband, the farrier who checks that I’m on the right track with my 
horses’ feet, the carrier who does such a wonderful job, my friend Lila who has accompanied me on all of my 
big trips and the support from her wonderful family and last but not least, my good friends who encourage me 
to follow my dreams. 
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Feeding the Hoof Part 1   
by Zoe Fieldhouse, Director eQuus Care Nutrition  
 
The equine hoof is very metabolically active tissue: it needs to be continually replaced as the lowest section is 
rubbed away by contact with the ground. A healthy adult horse will grow 6-10mm of new hoof each month: a 
new hoof capsule every 9-12 months. Growth rates are faster still for foals and young horses. To support such 
active growth the horse needs good quality nutrition: any deficiencies in the horse's diet soon become apparent 
in the hoof. 
 
If the horse is lacking one or more of the nutrients it needs to do the job of healthy regeneration, hoof quality 
will suffer. Thin walls, thin soles, flaking, cracking, chipping, breaking and slow hoof growth can all be a result of 
dietary deficiencies. A compromised hoof can cause discomfort for the horse, and a breakdown in the integrity 
of the hoof wall provides an ideal site for bacterial and fungal pathogens to take hold. Those 'seedy toe' bugs 
out there in our soggy winter paddocks just love a crack or chip! 
 
A Closer Look at Protein . . . 
After water, protein is the most abundant substance in the horse's body. The hoof wall is over 90% protein, so 
any deficiency is going to show up pretty quickly. But in order to understand how protein affects the hoof we 
need to break it down a bit further. All protein is made up of chains of different amino acids in different orders 
and lengths: they are the building blocks of protein. Now it gets a bit more complicated....amino acids can be 
further divided into non-essential and essential. Non-essential amino acids can be synthesised and put 
together within the horse's system, whilst ESSENTIAL amino acids must be provided through the diet. With me 
so far?....just a bit more....If an essential amino acid is not being provided in adequate amounts it becomes a 
'limiting' amino acid: the lack of this amino acid disrupts normal protein synthesis. Once the 'limiting' amino acid 
is used up, the horse cannot make the amino acid chains (i.e. protein) its body may still need. 
 
. . . and Back to the Hoof  
The effects of a 'limiting' amino acid can be seen in the hoof. The hoof is made from the major structural protein 
keratin. Keratin is primarily made from the amino acids alanine, glycine and cysteine (which is produced from 
another amino acid, methionine). Alanine and glycine are non-essential - the horse can make these in its 
system - but methionine is essential and must be provided through diet. The horse can make as much alanine 
and glycine as it needs, but if it is not getting enough methionine through diet, it cannot make sufficient keratin, 
the protein building block of the hoof. Protein is essential to healthy hoof growth, but it’s not just quantity, but 
type of protein that counts. Dietary protein has to supply non-limiting amounts of the essential amino acids. 
 
Next issue we'll look at vitamins and how they affect the hoof. 

 
Coming Soon… 
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A scientifically formulated blend of vitamins, minerals and amino acids in a 
quality protein base designed to address a wide range of dietary 
deficiencies that affect the equine hoof. 
 
Soon available to buy online, or direct from your trimmer. 
�
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Contact Zoe Fieldhouse  for our information pack: 
zoefieldhouse@gmail.com  
0427 919 038 
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The difference between play and work! 
 
Those of you who have sat through my power point at a basic trimming workshop would have seen the first 
slide below which I have always used as an analogy for working horses. I have always qualified it by saying 
these sleek and well rounded horses are nothing like the real Cobb and Co horses. Time for a comparison! 
 
We recently met up with Sam Everingham, the author of the following book which tells the real story behind the 
flash turnouts of Cobb and Co. He kindly sent me the following original photo of a team of hard working coach 
horses. Back then it would have been a tough life for humans, but a hellish hard school of knocks for working 
horses. 
 
Compared to these poor souls, our horses nowadays really are just play things. 
 
If anyone is interested, the book is a great read – one of those books that I had to consume in one sitting. It is a 
fascinating account of not only the everyday trials and tribulations and reality of life in a country in which our 
pioneers had to overcome vast distances across hostile terrain, but it also paints a gritty picture of just how 
tough the horses did it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wild Ride: The Rise and Fall of Cobb & Co   (penguin) 
Author: Sam Everingham  
In 1853, a young American arrived in the new colony of Victoria hoping to 
make his fortune from the world's greatest gold rush. He soon realised that 
the real money was to be made from the miners' need to travel from the 
fields where they found their gold to the towns where they spent it, and 
established a coach company that would literally carry his name into every 
household in the land: Cobb & Co. But Freeman Cobb himself was long 
gone by the time the company bearing his name became an Australian 
legend. Wild Ride is the story of the two extraordinary men, James 
Rutherford and Frank Whitney, who along with their business partners took 
Cobb's humble company and made it into the Qantas of its day. These were 
pioneers, carving a path through otherwise impassable terrain, settling 
unsettled land, enduring bushrangers and terrible accidents, and making 
their fortunes.  
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You know you’re a horse person when…   
 

·  Your spouse can track dirt into the house all they want but 
heaven help them if they mess up the tack room.  

·  You cluck to your car when you go up hill.  
·  You have the vet’s number on speed dial but not your kid’s 

paediatrician.�
·  Your nice clothes are the ones without horse hair all over 

them. 
 

 
 
 
Agistment needed in Violet Town (VIC) from mid June onwards for "PB" 
17yo barefoot mare, 14.2hh. preferably in paddock with other horses. 
Happy to pay agistment fee or negotiate fair deal looking after other 
horses.  
 
Responsible, reliable and have solid horse management skills.  
 
Please call Birgit on 03-5777 3091 or email jojobirgit@bigpond.com 
 
  

Frog trimming 
 
Due to the ongoing wet conditions in some areas, we may need to be more proactive with managing our 
horses’ frogs to keep thrush at bay.  This means thinking about giving horses somewhere dry to stand at least 
for part of the day, being consistent with topical agents and of course, trimming verandahs off the frog. 
 
For a big part of the year, frogs require minimal or no trimming at all.  They are an important weight bearing 
structure and mostly need to be left well alone.  On hard ground, especially if the horse is moving adequately, 
frogs will mostly self manage, but when the ground is soft, frogs often overgrow which allows ‘bugs’ to set up 
camp in a moist, anaerobic environment.  Trimming overgrown areas allows better penetration of treating 
agents as well as opening up the anaerobic environment to oxygen.  Three areas need attention: 
 

Any major ‘tags’ Collateral grooves Central sulcus 
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Obviously, one needs to be cautious when cutting any tissue off a hoof, especially if most of the frog has been 
already eaten away by thrush.  If you just work on the over hanging verandahs, you shouldn’t venture too far. 
 
The secret to safe and efficient frog trimming is undoubtedly a sharp knife.  An adequate finish can be honed 
with a coarse ‘bastard’ file, especially if the file is twisted as it is pushed (be sure to use and keep these files 
dry). 
 

    
Coarse sharpening with a 

bastard file. 
Fine sharpening with 

diamond grit 
Cutting edge created by 

coarse sharpener 
Cutting edge created by 

diamond grit 
 
 
However, for the best finish, a diamond grit sharpener can be used to great effect.  If you are using diamond 
grit, be sure to use it with adequate moisture (whether that is water, CRC or even dishwashing detergent). 
 
Don’t forget safety with a sharp knife.  Cover up hands and arms and also wear an apron.  Keep control of the 
knife at all times, using a small and measured sawing action. 
 

Not another seedy toe story?! 
 
Of concern this season is the large amount of 
seedy toe that is rampant in so many hooves that 
have ‘never’ had it before. Whether the pathogens 
are more prevalent, more virulent, hooves are 
generally softer and more easily invaded or all of 
the above is unclear. 
 
One thing that is clear (maybe intuitively obvious!) 
is that infected hooves that have not had seedy toe 
actively pursued rarely recover spontaneously and 
nearly always get significantly worse. 
 
Seedy toe is, and has always been, best treated by 
getting in early, before there is too much invasion, 
cavity formation, structural damage and laminar 
scarring. 
 
Ideally, it should be nicked out with a small sharp 
loop knife as soon as it is seen breaching the 
laminar line, recognizable as a thin black line that 
crosses the laminar. This yet another advantage of 
hoof maintenance by horse owners – regular 
surveillance; border control for equine hooves! 
 
Of course heavy duty wall resection for serious 
seedy toe cavities is a job for trained professionals 

who know the relevant anatomical boundaries. A 
professional hoof trimmer worth their daily salt 
should be able and willing to help with seedy toe 
infections. If not, how blunt can I be? Ignoring 
serious seedy toe is quite simply a sackable 
offence!  
 
Unfortunately, I have been called in several times 
this season to help resurrect hooves with serious 
seedy toe and related hoof cracks that have 
otherwise been well trimmed.  
 
In terms of topical treatment, it has been hard to 
find a substance that works in all situations. The old 
standby of copper sulphate seems to work in a lot 
of cases but this year, more often than not, the 
infection seems to be able to extend beyond the 
reach of the treatment. I think the spores involved 
have been able to penetrate so far into healthy 
tissue, that when it appears to have been solved, it 
reappears weeks later and further up the hoof wall. 
 
An effective treatment needs to penetrate and 
remain residual and active within the inner wall 
(without causing ongoing tissue damage like the 
once famed formaldehyde). 
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Here at ‘Mayfield Laboratories’(!) we have been 
working on such a treatment for quite some time 
and have been tweaking the formula so it can help 
to overcome the most stubborn of pathogens. More 
importantly, it appears to be quite harmless to 
healthy tissue. 
 
It is used as a ‘part b’ ointment following the 
flushing out of the cavity with 3% peroxide once a 

day for maybe a week. Best results are obtained 
when the ointment is held in place for a day or two 
with cotton wool and tape. 
 
The catch is it doesn’t come overly cheap due to 
the convoluted and time consuming nature of the 
mixing process. But the good news is it only needs 
to be used sparingly and it seems to work very well 
in most cases.

 

Winter Specials 
 
The start of winter is traditionally when shoes are taken off to give a horse’s hooves a bit of healing time in the 
off season.  Even those horses that ‘need’ shoes to be able to compete at the desired level should get a good 
spell barefoot.  Farriers and horse owners have known this for many years.  For anyone about to take shoes 
off, we have some winter specials: 
 

Our shoe pullers 
$35 

(RRP $45) 

Our new buffer 
$22 

(RRP $30) 

High quality driving 
hammer from Shanghai 

March 
$55 

(RRP $60) 

 

 

 
As a set - normally $135 – Winter Special $110 

 

The bargain bin is now overflowing . 
 
Due to the introduction of new lines, we have moved a large quantity of old stock into the bargain bin at very 
low prices to make way for the new kids on the block.  Check it out at www.barehoofcare.com 
 

 
 The B fB Sharpening Set  

 
Essential for good management of hoof 
knives.  Set of three sharpeners includes a 
course cutting round file, a medium flat 
diamond grit file and a tapered round diamond 
grit file for fine work and sharpening the tips of 
loop knives.  $40 for the set. 
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BfB Trimming Workshop Dates – June - October 2011 
 
Here is our list for 2011 we have spent much time trying to sort things out so we could cover as much area as 
possible. It’s not an easy task juggling different state school holidays, public holidays, the Diploma blocks and 
busy times on the farm in Yarck. Most of our weekends are now full but we would be happy to conduct 
weekday workshops while we are in your area.  
 

Mackay, QLD Sat 11th June  

Townsville, QLD Sun 12th June  

Cairns, QLD Mon 13th June (Queens birthday holiday) 

Townsville, QLD Advanced Wed 15th June 

Macclesfield, VIC Sat 25th June 

Hervey Bay, QLD Sat 2nd July 

Kenilworth, QLD Sun 3nd July  

Kenilworth, QLD Advanced Mon 4th July  

Beaudesert, QLD Thurs 7th July  

Samford, QLD Sat 9th July  

Logan Reserve, QLD Sun 10th July  

Logan Reserve, QLD Advanced Mon 11th July 

Dural, NSW Advanced Fri 26th August 

Dural, NSW Sat 27th August 

Port Macquarie, NSW Sun 28th August 

Port Macquarie, NSW Advanced Mon 29th August 

Tamworth, NSW Sat 3rd September TBC 

Tamworth, NSW Advanced Sun 4th September TBC 

Raymond Terrace, NSW Sat 24th September 

Raymond Terrace, NSW Advanced Sun 25th September 

Maitland, NSW Advanced Mon 26th September 

Dubbo, NSW Sat 1st October  

Cobar, NSW Sun 2nd October  

Cobar, NSW Advanced Mon 3rd October (labour day) 

Sharon May Davis – Dissection 8 th – 10th October – Yarck VIC 

Sharon May Davis – Biomechanics 15 th 16th October – Yarck VIC 

 
 
Extended learning – Sharon May-Davis 
 
The response we have had from people about Sharon M ay-Davis’ workshops has been fantastic and it 
is great that horse owners want to broaden their eq uine education for their favourite equine friends. 
Listed are the dates Sharon is coming to Yarck. If you are keen please get in quick so you do not miss  
out. Numbers are strictly limited.  
 
Whole Horse Dissection with Sharon May-Davis, Yarck , VIC Sat 8 th – Mon 10 th October 2011 
Biomechanics with Sharon May-Davis, Yarck, VIC Sat 15th Oct – Sun 16 th Oct  
 
For more information contact Nicky Bowe – 03 5773 4306 email info@barehoofcare.com or visit the website  
www.barehoofcare.com and go to Trimming Workshops. 
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Avalon Reign Merlot   
A family favourite - D.O.B. 03.11.2006 Merlot is going beautifully 
under saddle. Exceptionally quiet, very willing, bold, forward 
moving, energetic, fun pony, loves everything you point at him.  
Loves to jump and loves a job. No shying, no nonsense, super 
centred personality.  
Section: Welsh Gelding (B)  Registered E  
Dam: Karanga Nuttcracker Sweet - Multi-Champion FS1 
Sire: Karanga Mikarma 
Height: 12.3 hands 
Colour: Bay, white blaze, 2 white hind socks, one blue eye. 
Extremely quiet. 
Temperament: Fun, curious, forward, energetic, playful, responsive. 
Personality: Blue with a bit of Red 
Location: Merlot is currently being schooled in Yarra Glen 
Price: $5500.00 ono 
No Traditional Show Homes for this pony - This is a pony for a 
family who want their child to have a solid, respectful and loving 
relationship with their pony. This pony is smart, bold and very 
willing and is being trained by a classical dressage instructor who 
combines natural horsemanship with classical dressage. Merlot is 
working beautifully under saddle and has gone out to pony club and 
a gymkahana.  Traffic is not a problem. Excellent feet. Floats, leads 
etc.  He is an exceptional boy! He needs a rider that loves to have 
fun.  Will make an exceptional sport, games or endurance pony - 
Merlot has energy to burn and will go all day!  
Jo McInnes (03) 5773 4236 info@shecommerce.com.au  
 

  

 

Bailey  
Gorgeous Performance pony reg 
APSB and Buckskin.13hh 14y/d 
Scores consistently over 70% grade 4 
dressage and jumps 75cm. Second 
pony, quiet but forward moving. 
Would suit soft gentle adult/child 
wanting a top little all-rounder pc/arc 
mount. Approved home only. Comes 
with Bridle and rugs. No pay pal 
payment excepted and must inspect. 
$6500.00 o.n.o 
Contact – Sam 
recalex@corcoranparker.com.au  
 

  

QH x TB reg Gelding for sale or swap  
15.3h Black/brown QH x TB registered Gelding.  
Registration number is pending.  Father is Daylight 
Doc Q-25215 & ASH 80449.  His mother was a pb Tb 
just wasn’t registered.  Both parents Open Campdraft 
winners.  Has done mainly mustering & a small 
amount of campdrafting in which he did quite well.  He 
is a good all-round fella who is good to do anything 
with.  $2,500 ono.    
Amanda Mooney - awmads1@bigpond.com   

 
 

This advertising is free. 
If you would like to repeat your ad, please contact  us otherwise it will not be 

repeated. 
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